The total flavonoids of the branches were separated by selective extraction using chloroform, diethyl ether, and ethyl acetate successively.
The ethereal fraction, by column partition chromatography on silica gel (with a gradient chloroform-ethanol system as eluent) and adsorption on polyamide (with a water-ethanol gradient system as eluent), yielded four individual compounds, (II)-(V). On the basis of UV, IR, and PMR spectra the results of elementary analysis, and the products of alkaline fusion, compound (II) was identified as 3,3',4',5,7-pentahydroxyflavone (quercetin), compound (III) as 4',5,7-trihydroxyflavanone (naringenin), compound (IV) as 3,4',5,7-tetrahydroxydihydroflavonol (dihydrokaempferol), and compound (V) as 3,3',4',5,7-pentahydrodihydroflavonol (taxifolin) [4] .
By partition chromatography on silica gel (with diethyl ether as eluent), the ethereal fraction from the branches yielded two compounds which, on the basis of qualitative reactions, were assigned to the catechins.
Compound ( 
